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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening Mr. Crane and the members of the Board of Education.  Thank you for providing me the opportunity to share with you the excellent work occurring at Rogers.  That work is dedicated to ensuring that all students reach their Peak Performance.  Tonight’s presentation will highlight that work in the area of literacy instruction; specifically our current initiative tied to close reading and argumentation.



Agenda 
• 7:00 – 7:05 Introduction 
• 7:05 – 7:30 Classroom Visits 
• 7:30 – 7:45 Reception (Atrium) 
• 7:45 – 8:20 Principal’s Presentation 
• 8:20 – 8:30 Questions from the Board of Education 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is tonight’s agenda.  We will start in the classrooms, followed by a reception for the kids in the atrium.  After the reception we will return to the APR for my presentation and conclude with an opportunity for the Board to ask questions.To orient you to your folders, on the left side you will find a copy of powerpoint presentation as well as a program for the classroom visits.  On the right-hand side you will find a blue reference packet that will be used when we return here after visiting the classrooms.For our classroom visits we will be up on the 3rd floor.  We will divide into two groups.  Each will visit a 4th grade and a 6th grade classroom.  Please refer to your program to see which rooms you will be visiting.



Essential Question 
 
 

How does a focus on close reading and 
argumentative thinking support high levels of 
comprehension? 



Our Focus 
 
 
At Rogers Middle School, we continue to promote 
learning experiences for students that demand 
critical analysis of text in order to transfer 
understanding to novel situations .  



Our Focus 
• We will highlight how the CCLS and WICSD 
E.L.A. Outcomes, in conjunction with targeted 
and diverse professional development, is 
supportive of this focus in comprehensive literacy 
instruction.  

• The students will be engaged in learning 
experiences that are rigorous and deepen their 
understanding of argumentative thinking and 
verbal reasoning. 



Inspiration 
“A truly good book teaches me better than to read 

it. I must soon lay it down, and commence living on 
its hint. What I began by reading, I must finish by 

acting.” 
 

~ Henry David Thoreau 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This quote encapsulates our focus on argumentation. The central focus of our work with the kids is to develop their capacity to integrate new information that serves to inform the way that they view the world. We are teaching them to inform their perspective.At this point I would like to invite you to travel to visit our students in rooms 116 and 121 located in the 2nd floor hallway.



ROGERS STUDY 
SESSION 
Welcome to the West Irondequoit 
Board of Education 
April 11, 2013 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before I begin I would like to take a moment to thank the students and their parents for their participation in tonight’s event.  It’s fantastic to have the kids here because they’re why we’re here.  In addition I would like to thank Southlawn for their All Purpose Room, Mr. Brown and Mr. Jones for preparing the building and rooms and Mrs. DiPrima for helping prepare the materials. I also wish to thank Ms. Flood, Mrs. Barrett, Ms. Philson, Mrs. McKenna and Mrs. Vay for working with the kids tonight.  Finally I would like to thank the PTSA for their support tonight and throughout the school year.For the remainder of the presentation, I will be articulating to you how the connection among a strong curriculum, targeted professional development and careful planning by teachers leads to the excellent student work you just saw.



School Based Plan 
• Backwards planning from CCLS and District 
Outcomes to develop lessons that utilize a 
constructivist approach. 

• Increase our focus on argumentative thinking, 
close reading and written expression. 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
communicate their understanding of concepts in 
a variety of ways. 

• Utilize data to differentiate our instruction. 
• Aligned to District’s E.L.A. Instructional Focus. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From a strong curriculum, buildings begin to weave in the important aspects of them into their respective School Based Plans.  Page #1 in the Reference Packet highlights our Rogers Instructional Focus which encapsulates our mission at the 4-6 level. Pages 2-4 capture our Rogers School strategies. If I can draw your attention to page 4 in particular you will see how the highlighted areas target areas salient to our work in argumentation (e.g. self-monitoring of close reading, inferencing, synthesizing, evaluating and engaging in discourse in order to comprehend deeply).



Ongoing Professional Development 
 

• Grade Level Meetings 
 

• Department Meetings 
 

• School Based Planning Team 
 
• Faculty Meetings 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you know, all of our meetings are dedicated to the professional development of our teachers, staff and administrators. Throughout the year we have examined the CCLS and our District Curricula in order to embed opportunities for students to engage in argumentative tasks linked to natural anchors in the scope and sequence. Pages 5 and 6 reflect one example as to how our focus on dynamic instruction targeting the transfer of conceptual understanding across content areas.



Argumentation 
Supports development of: 

• Recognition of Opposing Point of View/ 
Perspective Taking 

• Logical conclusion that withstands criticism 
• Ability to Reason 
• Ability to Differentiate between Fact and 
Opinion 

• Ability to Manage Two Opposing Viewpoints 
• Literate Language 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Page 7: Reflects the CCLS K-12 indicators tied to Argumentation for Reading (at the 4-6 level emphasis is placed on explicit text-based explanantions as well as inferencing. Students will build to the 9-12 level where they are extending with interpretive and evaluative questions in order to immerse themselves in a topic.Page 8: Reflects the CCLS Argumentation writing indicators which has students using text-based evidence in order to construct a logically reasoned argument in defense of their claims.Page 9: encompasses how argumentation manifests across the respective content areas. We see from this how all of the respective curricula will be continued to prepare our students for both college and career readiness through the use of relevant tasks.Pages 10-12 break apart argumentation into it’s component parts and dilenate b/w argumentation and persuasion. We have endeavored throughout the year to utilize our persuasive prompts as a building block for creating tasks that embody the argumentative thinking skills for our students.



Close Reading 
 
Guiding Question: How does justifying pivotal moments 
and interpreting pulled quotes demonstrate critical thinking 
and verbal reasoning? 
 

• “Think, Pair, Share” in order to analyze student work 
samples and discuss findings 

• What is the level of thinking tied to justification of pivotal 
moments? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If I could turn your attention to the Student Work Samples, we’ll begin to take a look at Grade 4. Pages 1-3 provide background as to a continued focus in Grade 4 of justifiying tied to pivotal moments in text. Pleas work with a partner in order to analyze the student work samples found on pages 4-6 by using the focus questions found on your notes pages.



Argumentative Thinking 
Guiding Question: How do we engage students in 
argumentative thinking through collaborative discourse in 
order to support argumentative writing tasks to include 
relevant details to support a claim and include a 
counterargument? 
 
• How does this student work sample provide evidence of 

our ongoing focus on close reading tied to argumentative 
thinking? 

• What are students expected to know and be able to do? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pages 8-13 provide background tied to work in Grades 5-6 on their Commentary piece. Please work with a partner in order to analyze the student work found in pages 14-20 tied to the focus questions found on your Grade 5/6 note page.



Conclusion 
• Thank you very much for the opportunity to 
present the great work being done by students 
and teachers at Rogers Middle School. 
 

• On May 2nd , Mr. Matt Schrage will be highlighting 
the work being done in relation to argumentation 
across the content areas at Dake Junior High 
School. 
 



Questions 
 
 

Are there any questions from Mr. Crane and the 
Board of Education? 
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